Joseph Smith

Professor, Film Scoring FB 502

Berklee College of Music

1140 Boylston St.

Boston, MA 02215

617-747-2653

December 16, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing as a reference for Yuval Semo. I have known Yuval since September of 2004, a relatively short time. However, the circumstances under which we are working together are extremely intense and revealing.  I am Yuval’s teacher in a course called Dramatic Orchestration. The course calls for weekly projects that are a combination of composition and orchestration, demonstrating both craft and creativity.  Since the course is within the Film Scoring Department, the projects also are dramatic in nature,  simulating dramatic scenarios found in film projects.

While his experience in working on films is limited at this point, Yuval is a mature and sophisticated composer.  His composition vocabulary is diverse and advanced.  He is extremely musical and his work flows naturally and beautifully.  His music matched the dramatic scenarios wonderfully. He also is a unique individual, and brings a very interesting but effective perspective to his writing and to the scenes he is “scoring.” While he is confident in explaining and defending his work, he also is easy to work with, and made requested changes in his composition and orchestration when he understood that the changes better served the dramatic scenario. 

I worked as an orchestrator and composer  (among other things) in film and television in Los Angeles for nine years. While Yuval is successfully learning technical aspects of writing and recording music for film, he already is composing on the same or higher level as many composers in Los Angeles. I hope you seriously consider working with him.

Sincerely,

Joseph Smith 

